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Electro. From Kraftwerk to Techno  

9 December 2021 to 15 May 2022 

The Kunstpalast is presenting its first major exhibition on the subject of music. It is 

for the first time that a museum in Germany portrays the centennial history of 

electronic music and its interconnections with art this comprehensively. In over 500 

exhibits, some of which interactive, the music genres subsumed as “electronic” 

music will be illuminated from a variety of perspectives. The exhibition 

encompasses musical instruments, self-made sound generators, photographs, audio 

clips, videos and graphic design. Its spectrum ranges from the first pioneering 

electronic musical instruments dating from the early 20th century to the use of 

artificial intelligence in contemporary electronic sound production. New musical 

genres emerging in the 1980s, such as Detroit techno, Chicago house and hip hop, 

as well as the rave culture of the 1990s will be presented both acoustically and 

visually through art photography. A particular highlight of the show, which is 

sponsored by Kunststiftung NRW and Stadtwerke Düsseldorf, is the spectacular 

staging of the oeuvre of the multimedia project Kraftwerk founded by Ralf Hütter 

and Florian Schneider in Düsseldorf in 1970. 

Electro. From Kraftwerk to Techno invites visitors to embark on a journey of 

discovery of the exciting and highly ramified history of electronic music. With the 

Croix Sonore, a non-contact electronic musical instrument developed in Paris in 

1926, Karlheinz Stockhausen’s experiments in the Studio for Electronic Music in 

Cologne in the 1960s, or the sound universe offered by the “man-machine” 

Kraftwerk since the 1970s - the exhibition route points eyes and ears to important 

protagonists and rare artefacts of electronic music.  

“Owing to the Kunstpalast’s own concert hall, music events are a firm fixture of our 

programme. Now we are dedicating an entire exhibition to music for the first time.”, 

An exhibition conceived by Musée de la Musique – 
Philharmonie des Paris, produced and adapted in 
collaboration with Kunstpalast 

 



 

 

 
PRE SS  RE LE ASE 

11 November 2021 

PRESS CONTACT 
Marina Schuster 
Head of Press Departement 
T +49 (0)211-566 42-500  
marina.schuster@kunstpalast.de 
 

KUNSTPALAST 
Ehrenhof 4-5  
40479 Düsseldorf  
www.kunstpalast.de 

 
Christina Bolius 
Press 
T +49 (0)211-566 42-502 
christina.bolius@kunstpalast.de 

PAGE 

2/4 

 

emphasizes Felix Krämer, Director General of the Kunstpalast. “We are illuminating 

the history and interplay between electronic music and art. The project Kraftwerk, 

founded by electro pioneers Ralf Hütter and Florian Schneider in their Kling Klang 

Studio in Düsseldorf, occupies an important position. Their acoustic-visual 

performative stage shows and their exploration of the scope of technology in music 

were groundbreaking”, Krämer continues. “I am all the more delighted that we are 

realising this spectacular exhibition at the Kunstpalast in collaboration with 

Kraftwerk’s co-founder Ralf Hütter.  

The joint presentation of art forms as different as music, video, photography, design 

and graphic art in one exhibition is a novelty at the Kunstpalast. Visitors will be 

offered a broad panorama of audio-visual reflection on the aesthetic sound worlds 

of electronic music.  

“Electro. From Kraftwerk to techno is not an exhibition about music, but rather a 

musical exhibition that aims to explore the interconnections between electronic 

music and visual artistic production, such as graphic design, digital art, 

photography, performance and video”, explains Jean-Yves Leloup, curator of the 

exhibition. “We’re offering visitors an immersive experience reminiscent of the 

atmosphere of euphoria and communality associated with clubs, raves and 

festivals.” 

The exhibition previously shown in Paris and London was developed further for its 

presentation in Düsseldorf. The Kunstpalast show places a particular focus on the 

legendary and highly influential multimedia project Kraftwerk. Visitors encounter a 

spectacular 3D sound and 3D video installation, the light sculptures 12345678 and 

the robot figures of the Düsseldorf electro pioneers. The artist Andreas Gursky, long-

standing associate of the techno scene, will be presenting his entire series of 

photographs May Day, as well as a monumental photo of Sven Väth’s legendary 
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Cocoon Club in Frankfurt and a new photographic work, which was created on the 

fringe of the Düsseldorf techno festival Connect and used as the cover motif for DJ 

Solomon’s new album.  

“I am delighted that the exhibition underlines the important role of Kraftwerk, but 

also of the Studio for Electronic Music affiliated with the broadcaster WDR in 

Cologne”, comments Andrea Firmenich, Secretary General of Kunststiftung NRW. 

“This illuminates the significance of the Rhineland region for the international 

development of this lively musical genre.”  

“Legendary clubs such as the Ratinger Hof of Creamcheese, but also the Academy of 

Art and the Salon des Amateurs were, or still are, vibrant venues for electronic music 

in Düsseldorf”, observes Manfred Abrahams, member of the board at Stadtwerke 

Düsseldorf. “And anyone who has experienced a concert of the famous group 

Kraftwerk”, he continues, “has been able to see and hear a Gesamtkunstwerk.” 

“The yearning for long nights of dancing in clubs, summer raves and for the spirit of 

community and freedom in a dancing crowd has never been greater than it is 

today”, emphasizes Alain Bieber, co-curator of the exhibition. “Colourful costumes, 

crazy makeup and masks - the scene is committed to a tolerant and equitable way of 

dealing with each other. And owing to the LGBTQ movement electronic music has 

become a field in which social background or sexual orientation cease to be 

relevant.” 

The exhibition pays tribute to the revolutionary technologies used in music and at 

the same time offers a collective experiential space. Visitors of the Kunstpalast will 

encounter works, films and sound installations that have rarely or never been shown 

before. They include, for instance, an “imaginary studio” conceived by Jean-Michel 

Jarre, drawing from his collection of rare synthesizers.  
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The musicians, designers and artists presented in the exhibition include  

1024 Architecture, Daft Punk, Agnes Dahan, Laurent Garnier, Andreas Gursky, Haqq, 

Jean-Michel Jarre, Jacob Khrist, Kraftwerk, Christian Marclay, Mouse on Mars, Tina 

Paul, Bruno Peinado, Marie Staggat, Karlheinz Stockhausen, Gisèle Vienne und 

Sasha Waltz. 

An exhibition conceived by Musée de la Musique – Philharmonie de Paris, produced 

and adapted in collaboration with Kunstpalast. The Düsseldorf show was conceived 

in close cooperation with Ralf Hütter.  

Curators of the show are Alain Bieber, Artistic Director of NRW-Forum, and Jean-

Yves Leloup, techno-expert and free lance curator, Musée de la musique – 

Philharmonie de Paris.  

The exhibition is accompanied by a richly illustrated 100-page catalogue, which 

includes a foreword by Felix Krämer and texts by Alain Bieber, Louis Chude-Sokei, 

Laurent Garnier, Jean-Yves Leloup, Johann Merrich and Anna Schürmer 

The exhibition is sponsored by Stadtwerke Düsseldorf and Kunststiftung NRW.  


